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Conservation through research and education




How did | get to this point?




October 2014:
decide that
ecology is the best
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January 2019:
start MRes at
UoExeter

Y

UoYork

December 2020:
complete MRes,
start job as
research assistant

December 2019: “

apply for PhD at July 2021:

start PhD
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Next Steps: Where to
find Further




So... what actually IS
postgraduate study??

{
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Taught Programmes
Masters only
Lectures and tutorials
Small research element
Exams and coursework
Conferences optional
No teaching

Expensive

Research Programmes
Masters and PhD
No lectures or tutorials
Entirely research
Thesis and viva

Conferences expected

Teaching opportunities
Cheaper (?)




What does a PhD look like \E. {4




Research Degrees

* MRes = usually 1 year (max. 2)

* PhD = usually 3-4 years (UK, varies
a lot by country)

* Funding is harder to get for an
MRes

* Don’t self-fund a PhD unless it is
the absolute last resort, and you
are desperate to do that project!



Birdsmist.netting and
rlnl‘ging g

Elephant GPS
collaring







| don’t do labwork...










& FREE PhD Study Fair in London and Edinburgh | REGISTER NOW

Find @) PhD 0 -

Discipline Location Institution Funding

Find @) Masters

Filter by keyword B Latest PhDs only Sort by Relevance v m

Biological Sciences PhD Projects, Programmes & Scholarships
We have 1,761 Biological Sciences PhD Projects, Programmes & Scholarships

The realm of Biological Sciences is a testament to the endless curiosity and quest for understanding that defines human engagement
with the natural world. Embarking on a PhD in Biological Sciences propels students into the epicentre of cutting-edge research,
unravelling the complexities of life on a molecular, cellular, and ecological level. These advanced programmes provide the platform f...
read more Vv

Understanding mechanisms involved in immunosuppression induced by porcine
reproductive and respiratory syndrome viruses

= University of Bristol » Bristol Veterinary School

Vé University of
BRISTOL

Research Theme. Infection, Inflammation and Immunotherapy. The porcine reproductive and
respiratory syndrome virus (PRRSV) poses a significant threat to the global pig industry,
causing reproductive failure, respiratory issues, and immunosuppression. Read more >

Supervisors: Prof S Behboudi, Dr B Amato, Prof M Bailey

(922 March 2024 & PhD Research Project (5 Funded PhD Project (UK Students Only) More Details >
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and stats
researcher




Applications




PhD/MRes Applications

* Properly research your supervisors
and SHOW them that you have

* Flattery goes a long way!
* What papers have you read of theirs?

* Keep it personall Don’t be generic

* Show that you have engaged with
the project
 What are YOUR ideas for where it
could go?
* Long letter, short email

* Interviews are rare — prepare for
them properly!




Competition funding

* ACCE DTP:

1. Supervisor proposes project to
funding body who selects a large
number they are willing to fund

2. Supervisor advertises project and
selects a student

3. Student is interviewed by funding
body about the project

4. Funder selects a subset of projects
to actually fund

e Others may have a different
method e.g. all apply and first year
is rotations through different
projects — highest mark gets first
pick of projects




